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United States Department of the Interior

fitadrfl o
E U R E A U  O F  L A N O  M A N A G E M E N T

Moab Distr ict
Price River Resource Area

9O0 North 700 East
Pr ice ,  Utah  84

CERTIFIED MAtL--Return Receipt Requested
Cer t i f i ca t ion  No.  1  18  9b  1  467

Mr .  Rando lph  B.  Ga iner
Environmental  Manager
Genwal  Coa l  Company
P.  O.  Box  1420
Hunt ing ton .  Utah  84528

Re: Resource Recovery and Protection Plan iF2P2't, Revision for Longwall Mining, Crandall
Mine

Dear Mr.  Gainer :

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) received a copy of the subject mine plan revision on
February 13,  1995,  which inc ludes changes to  the R2P2.  We have rev iewed th is  change wi th
respect to the approved R2P2 and the govern ing regulat ions (43 CFR 3482.1 (b)) ,  and have
determined that deficiencies exist. The items below need to be addressed:

The mine map (Plate #5-2J shows planned longwal l  panels and blocks for longwal l
development entr ies. As per 43 CFR 3482.2\ct(4)(v)(D),  a sketch is needed of a
typical  entry system for panel development showing center l ine distances. Also, in
order  to  make a  max imum economic  recovery  (MER)  de terminat ion ,  the  BLM wi l l
need the basis for the gate entry pi l lar design.

Two areas on t i re mine map (piaie t iS-zi  that wei.e previousiy pia. i rerJ ,ru be i-rr ined
show no min ing .  These are  (1 ) the  b lock  o f  coa l  be tween the  las t  wes t  longwal l
p a n e l  o f  s e c t i o n  3 5  a n d  2 6 , T . 1 5  S . ,  R .  6  E . ,  a n d  t h e  w e s t  b o u n d a r y  a n d  ( 2 )  t h e
t r iangu lar  b lock  o f  coa l  in  the  SW 1/4  o f  sec t ion  25 ,  same townsh ip  and range.
As per 43 cFR 3492.2(cl{7),  just i f icat ion shal l  be submitted to the BLM for al l
por t ions  o f  a  coa lbed tha t  a re  no t .mined or  rendered unminab le .

ln  sec t ion  5 .22ot  the  rev ised min ing  p lan  (bo t tom o f  page 5-7  and top  o f  page 5-7) ,
a  $ ta tement  i s  made tha t .  on  deve lopment ,  coa l  may no t  be  cu t  h igher  than B fee t .
Genwal  genera l i zes  a  sa fe ty  concern  fo r  r ib  s lu f fage.  R ib  s lu f fage may occur .  bu t
fo r  BLM to  make a  b lanket  approva l  o f  no  deve lopment  min ing  grea ter  than B fee t ,
documenta t ion  o f  th is  b lanket  cond i t ion  needs to  be  supp l ied .  Genwal  makes
ment ion  tha t  w id th  to  he igh t  ra t ios  o f  5 .6  and less  resu l t  in  excess  s labs  o f  coa l
breaking from the r ib into the entr ies. The BLM f inds that the width to height rat io
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is more applicable to successful yielding gate road pi l lar design and not general r ib
stabil i ty (see enclosed Bureau of Mines study). Before BLM can give approval to al l
development mining to a 8-foot maximum, Genwal must show that r ib sluffage
occurs throughout the mine and is due only to the height of the entry being greater
than 8 feet.

4- ln order to make a MER determination, the criteria and basis for the size of sol id
coal barriers left to protect main entries and panels need to be supplied (page 5-8).

5-  On page 5-12,  a  rev ised equipment  l is t  is  prov ided.  ln  order  for  the BLM to make
a MER determination, the manufacturer's specif ications of the equipment and any
other factors that would l imit the cutt ing height of the coal, need to be provided.

6. In changing from roorn-and-pi l lar panels to longwall panels, the BLM expects that i f
an area is found not to be amenable to longwall mining because of unforeseen
condit icns, other rnining methods vri l l  be used, such as f irst mii-r ing with continuous
mining machines, unless condit ions preclude al l  other mining methods. A commit-
ment by Genwal needs to be stated that i f  an area that is approved for longwall
mining cannot be mined with that method, proper justi f ication, including detai led
economics, needs to be provided before reserves can be deleted from any other
min ing methods.  In  assessing MER of  a  b lock of  coal ,  BLM must  take in to
consideration a number of factors. A copy of a MER checklist is enclosed.

Before an approval for the R2P2 revision can be recommended to Utah Division of Oil,  Gas
and Mining, these items need to be addressed. l f  you have any questions, please feel free to
contact George Tetreault or Stephen Falk of my staff at 637-4584.

Sincere ly ,

I\4ARK E. EATLH

Area Manager

2 Enclosures
1.  Bureau o f  Mines  Repor t
2 .  MER Check l i s t

cc :  UT-g21.  Utah  Sta te  Of f i ce  (wo/enc l . )

l l fgh ?- jy lq!e! _ot Oi l ,  Gas and Mining (wo/enct.)
355 West  Nor th  Temple  St ree t
3  Tr iad  Center .  Su i te  35O
S a l t  L a k e  C i t y ,  U t a h  8 4 1 8 0 - 1 2 0 3


